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How to Reach UMichiganPoker 

 
Newsletter Editor: 
Editor@umichiganpoker.com 
 
Advertising- Web site or Newsletter 
Advertising@umichiganpoker.com 
 
CEO – Michele Ingalls 
mich@umichiganpoker.com 
 
Find Local Charity Poker 
Tournaments on the web site! 
UMichiganPoker.com 

 
June 2007 Issue 
 
Welcome to the Premier Issue of UMichiganPoker LLC’s Gameside News and Views!  
This is a monthly newsletter going out to the tournament directors, suppliers and 
players in the Great State of Michigan.   Here’s a preview of what you’ll find inside: 

• How would you play it?  A sample Texas Hold’Em scenario with the 
professional suggestion of how the hand should be played.   

• Tournament Reveiws and ‘Ask the Editor’.   
• An original poker article from a local author – Running Strategy  
• Director’s corner – issues and tips specific to tournament directors  
• State of Michigan Rules Clarification  - straight from the Charitable Gaming 

Commission to you!   

 
Great Lakes Poker & Gaming Magazine – A New Publication for Poker & Gaming Fans! 
Did you know that there is going to be a new magazine dedicated to serving poker and gaming enthusiasts in the Great 
Lakes region?  It’s true!  Great Lakes Poker & Gaming will launch their premier issue in July at the World Series of Poker!  
Great Lakes Poker & Gaming Magazine will feature informative interviews with top poker professionals, tips and tricks, 
human-interest stories about big winners in the area, photo galleries, and events calendar and an extensive poker and 
gaming directory.  It is a tool to entertain, inform, and link enthusiasts to the most exciting venues available.  Check their 
web site for further information!  http://greatlakespoker.com 
 
 
How Would You Play it? 
 
Here’s a sample Texas Hold’Em situation.  Decide how you would play this hand, then check your play against a poker 
pro’s recommendation.   
 

Player A: $1750 
Player B: $1000 
Player C: $1380 
Player D: $440 
Player E: $750 
Player F: $900 
Player G- You: $1360 
S Blind: $1660 
B Blind: $760 
 
Blinds: $30/$60 
Pot: $90 

Situation: Early in a one-table satellite 
 
Your Hand: Q Q  
 
Action to you:  Player A folds.  Player B raises to $120.  Player C folds.  Player D 
raises to $440, all-in.  Players E and F fold.  The pot is now $650.   
 
Question:  Do you fold, call , raise, or go all-in? 
 
Check your answer on the next page! 

** Hand re-printed from “Harrington on Hold’em, Expert Strategy For No-Limit Tournaments Volume 1: Strategic Play” by 
Dan Harrington and Bill Robertie pp 238-239 
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Tournament Reviews 
 
UMichiganPoker.com will start providing reviews of 
local charity poker tournaments.  If you’ve played in a 
tournament and would like to submit a review, please 
include the following information: 

• Date, time, buy-in, number of players and 
charity hosting the tournament. 

• Were cash games, side games (sit-n-goes) or 
other games available? 

• Where did you finish? 
• Were you playing with fish or sharks? 
• What made the tournament fun? 

• What would have made the tournament more 
fun? 

• Atmosphere – was your basketball/ football/ 
hockey/ baseball game on?  How was the 
food?  Were the tables nice, how were the 
seats, chips, beverages, etc. 

• Please include any funny stories, events, 
contests, or other details that made this 
tournament unique 

 
Thanks for your time and efforts in the tournament 
review section!  If you send a review in to 
editor@umichiganpoker.com and it’s used in the 
newsletter – you’ll get a UMP t-shirt or baseball cap! 
 

 

Ask the Editor 
 
PhilH: So, what is this “Ask the Editor” section all about? 
UMP: This is the section where the UMP Gameside editor 
will answer questions from readers.   
 
DanH: How do I submit a question? 
UMP: There are two ways to submit questions.  #1 Leave a 
voicemail message on the UMP Poker Line 734-864-1280.  
#2 Send e-mail to editor@umichiganpoker.com 
 
ChrisF: How do I get one of those “I Know Your Tell” t-
shirts? 
UMP: You can get this t-shirt, plus many other designs and 
UMP logo gear through the “Poker Store” link on the UMP 
web site.   
 
DanielN: Can I post my story about cracking Aces with a 9-
3 somewhere on the UMP web site? 
UMP: Sure thing – please post it under the “Poker Talk” tab 
on UMichiganPoker.com  
 
MikeM: I had a really bad beat in my last poker game.  This 
total DONKEY called me with 9-3 unsuited and cracked my 
pocket Aces!  Can you believe it?!?  Who calls with a 9-3?  
Unsuited?  What’s going on!!!? 
UMP:  That’s poker Mike.  Everyone has a bad beat story.  
You can post yours on the UMP Forums – go to the “Poker 
Talk” tab on UMichiganPoker.com 
 
 

 
Solution to “How Would You Play It?” 
 
Answer:  Here’s a common situation where a lot of players make a routine mistake.  Player B raised twice the big blind.  
By itself, that doesn’t mean much.  He has some kind of a hand, but it’s unlikely to be a favorite against queens.  Now 
Player D, with the short stack at this point, goes all-in.  We’ll deduce that he has some sort of a hand, he’s desperate, and 
he’s making his move.  Again, there’s no reason to think his hand is better than your Q Q .  
 
So what’s your play?  The common mistake when faced with an all-in bet is just to call. But if you call, there’s a good 
chance that Player B will call as well and get to see the flop.  Although your queens are probably a favorite against either 
of the two hands out there individually, you’re probably less than 50% to win playing against two reasonable hands 
simultaneously.  For instance, if one of the hands is ace-jack and the other is nines, your winning chances in a three-way 
pot dealt down to the end are just 58%, even though you’re better than 80% heads-up against the nines, and 70% against 
the ace-jack. 
 
So instead of calling or putting in a small raise, now is the time to go all-in.  This way you chase out Player B (probably) 
and isolate on Player D.  Your chances of winning the pot go up, and if you do lose, the loss won’t hurt you that much.  If 
you let Player B hang around and he outdraws you, you could lose most of your chips.   
 
Resolution: Your raise all-in and Player B folds.  Player D turns over 10  10 .  Your queens hold up to win the pot. 
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Running Strategy by Michele Ingalls 

 
My heart is beating so hard everyone around me must be able to hear the beat. Adrenaline is surging through my body  - like I just 
gulped down five cups of coffee.  I can’t sit still.  Stop. Concentrate.  Eyes closed, slowly breathe in, wait, breathe out.  Feel the oxygen 
reach your fingertips, then toes.  Slow down heart.  Calm down legs.  At the race starting or in a tournament chair waiting for the first 
cards to be dealt it’s the same sensation.   
 
I ran a 10k last Saturday.  For the non-runners, a 10k is a ten kilometer race (6.2 miles).  The similarities between running a race and 
playing in a poker tournament struck me as the miles between the start and finish line passed.  
 
After an eternity (if eternity can fit inside sixty seconds) the starting horn finally goes off.  The urge to bolt is almost overwhelming as the 
pack surges forward in a painfully slow wave.  “Go out slow - find your rhythm.  There are six miles to go – pace yourself”.  Peeking at 
the corner of my first two cards I have to close my eyes and take a deep breath before playing to stifle the same rush.  In about five 
minutes I will find my pace and be able to concentrate.    
 
Soon enough the adrenaline rush subsides. The stress eases out of my shoulders as the stresses of the day fall away.  Breathing and 
footsteps fall into rhythm my mind clears and I can focus on my game.  Fold, check, raise become automatic.  My feet no longer touch 
the ground.  The starting crowd has thinned out.  The fast runners seeking course records have shot off towards the finish line.  Down 
Main Street volunteers and police holding up traffic at each corner so the runners can pass.  As we cross the railroad track the lights 
start flashing, the bells chime and the arms start coming down.  “I’m glad we’re on this side of the track for this”, I remark to a runner 
beside me.  He tells me a story about a race in Toledo where almost all the runners got stuck by a very long train, and how angry it 
made some of the runners.  We laugh and comment about how serious some runners are as he splits off to finish his 5K. Turning 
through a couple more blocks I spy the one mile marker and a drink table with two young girls filling paper cups with water and 
Gatorade.  It seems early to come to a drink station.  One person runs to the left side of the road and grabs a cup.  The rest of us run 
right past.  The crowd has thinned further and I can see about ten people in front of me, some running alone, some running in pairs.  
The pavement ends and the hills start.  The hills are long gradual inclines.  I’ve been training on hills – I’m ready. 
 
The Two Mile marker is in sight, and so is the back of the Three Mile marker.  A runner is on the other side of the road running towards 
me.  This is very puzzling – and he’s running really fast!  About fifteen seconds later I see a couple more runners – again fast with race 
numbers pinned to their shirts.  There must be a turn-around ahead!  Without thinking, I speed up my pace – finally I’ll get a chance to 
see my “fast friends” in a race!  There are some friendly waves and words of encouragement from the runners who have passed the 
turn-around. Some cars – who clearly didn’t realize the road was designated for runners for an hour or so – are trying to thread their 
way down the road.  Dodging a car, then a truck I keep my eyes on the oncoming runners.  One or two stare at me and smile, their 
faces unfamiliar to me.  My t-shirt says “I know your tell” – I smile as I realize they must be poker players too.  Here comes Cindy!  “The 
turn around is right around the corner” she says as she waves and passes.  She’s over a half mile ahead of me and going strong.  With 
poker and running, it’s important to train with people who are more advanced, and with people who are not as advanced and you.  
When I run with Cindy’s crowd – I’m in over my head.  There couldn’t be a better mentor – she’s very encouraging and challenging on 
both good and bad running days.   
 
Continued on the web site: UMichiganPoker.com 

State of Michigan Rules Clarification 
Suppliers and Advertising – what’s allowed, what’s 

prohibited? 
 

According to Mary at the Michigan Charitable Gaming, 
suppliers can buy any type of advertising to promote their 
own business.  Print, TV, Radio, Web, etc. is fine. 
 
Advertising may not reference or make mention of any 
event licensed by the state of Michigan. 
 
Examples:  It’s OK to run an ad saying “Zeke’s Gaming and party 
Supplies!  Rent the best with Zeke!” 

 
It’s NOT OK to say “If you liked the custom chips and tables at 
XYZ Charity Poker Tournament, wait till you see us at  ABC’s 
Charity Poker Event!” 
 
Next month – Split Pots 

 

Directors Corner 
Competing with the Weather / Low turnout 

 
Nothing upsets me more than having to send out a 
“Sorry – Tournament Cancelled” notice.  With nice 
weather and more poker events it can be difficult to 
get players in seats at tournaments.  Here are a 
couple suggestions for getting a better turnout at 
tournaments: 

• Advertise!  Get the word out to as many 
players as possible! 

• Make it easy to pre-reg – put a form on your 
flyer, use evite, use a reg web site.  

• Coordinate with directors in your area to avoid 
poaching players from each other.   

• Pray for rain :) 
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